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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL 
 
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 13th February 2018 in 
the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell. 
 
PRESENT:  Councillor C W Cross (Town Mayor) 

Councillor I F Jelley (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor M E Cox 
Councillor R V Davis 
Councillor T Morrissey   
Councillor M W Spendlove 
Councillor K D Sumpter 
Councillor Mrs M E Talbot 
Councillor R Wilson 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Philippa Page – Town Clerk, Carolyn Mackay – retiring Town Clerk 
County Councillor J Hakewill, Revd Canon John Westwood  

441 PRAYERS 

Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon John Westwood said Prayers 
and mentioned the work of the Town Council and gave thanks for the work of Carolyn Mackay 
who is retiring and being replaced by Philippa Page.   He also mentioned the blessings we enjoy 
in Rothwell and the increasing employment opportunities. 
 

442 APOLOGIES 

Apologies had been received from Councillors Brown, Goodwin and Newman.  Council 
RESOLVED to accept the apologies.  
 

443 RETIREMENT OF CLERK 

As this was the last Meeting attended by Carolyn Mackay she was presented with a certificate 
of the Freedom of the Parish, a bouquet of flowers and a bottle of wine.  Councillor Jelley 
thanked her for her work as Clerk for over 30 years. 
 

 444 COMMUNITY POLICING 

No Police Officers were able to attend this Meeting but we had received details of the local 
Police Officers and these were circulated. 
 

445 MINUTES 

Minute 434(3) on page 264 wrongly stated that the County now puts a value of £46,000 for the 
library building, but the correct figure is £460,000 and this was corrected, and initialled.  
Subject to this amendment it was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor 
Jelley and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th January 2018 be confirmed 
and signed. 
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446 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

(1) Weight Limit: E-mails have been received on this issue of a 7.5 tonne weight limit to 
include Harrington Road and Fox Street but County Councillor Hakewill felt there should be a 
restriction coming into Rothwell which he is pursuing with the County Council.  There was a 
proposal for a road off the old A6 to junction 3 of the A14 but the Town Council objected to this 
because it would go through the site of the allotments. 

(2) Rothwell North:  there was a meeting with Persimmons and Councillor Hakewill thought 
this should be considered by the Rothwell North Working Party.  Persimmon is going to come 
back and let us know the cost of putting the road in earlier if the funds can be raised.  The 
Headteacher of Montsaye was at this meeting and it was also explained that there needed to 
be an adequate access to the school. 

(3) Desborough South:  Councillor Hakewill has spoken to the Co-op and they were shocked 
at how quickly the Inspector gave approval for this development.  There seems to be a short 
time to decide about the access there. 

(4) County Council Finances:  A meeting took place today at NCC concerning the budget.  A 
S114 notice had been put in place which meant  that no new expenditure is permitted, with the 

exception of safeguarding vulnerable people and statutory services.  The County Council approved 
the draft budget for 2018/19, although the budget has still to be been signed off.   There are 
four other Councils in the same situation.  There will be the inspector’s report on 16th March.  
On the library service, the County will continue financial support through 2018/19 and the 
following year there will be a transition phase.  The mobile library will be withdrawn.  There is 
time for Rothwell to decide whether it wants to retain its library.  There is also some respite for 
gritting. The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, appointed an 
inspector to look into concerns around financial management and governance at 
Northamptonshire County Council. Under powers granted to him under the Local Government, 
the report is expected on 16th March. Councillor Cross asked about the bus services but Councillor 
Hakewill said the Rothwell service does not need a subsidy so it will remain but the County is 
looking at the bus services in other areas.  Councillor Sumpter understood that the financial 
problems are largely because of the vulnerable people moving here from further south and he 
wondered if the County Council could receive finance from the areas these people moved from.  
Councillor Hakewill agreed the Government grant system is not fair and has not been altered 
yet.  They have not looked at the Fire & Rescue Service this year.  Councillor Jelley asked if the 
funding for the new school hall was being held back but Councillor Hakewill did not know 
anything about this.  

(5) Bus Stop Sign:  Councillor Cox was asked if there could be a bus stop sign in front of the 
Chinese Takeaway in Market Hill.  This was discussed and the Clerk will make the appropriate 
enquiries.  It was suggested perhaps one of the bollards could be removed and a bus stop sign 
put there instead. 
 

447 CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk advised Council that Clerk’s Report would be regular agenda item.   She advised 
Council that she had carried out assessment of what the Town Council needs and copies of her 
report on the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) were available at this meeting.  
She had already registered Rothwell Town Council with the Information Commissioners Office, 
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the payment of which is included in this month’s financial statement.     The Town Council is 
required to appoint a Data Protection Officer, but there is conflicting information from  NCALC 
and the Society of Local Council Clerks.       The Clerk enquired whether  Kettering Borough 
Council would offer to be the Data Protection Officer for the town and parish councils in their 
district.  Councillor Jelley would enquire at KBC.    The current website does not comply with 
current legislation of documents which are required to be published.    
 

448 OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

(a) The Clerk had prepared a list of estimated expenditure to modernise the computer 
equipment with a new laptop, keyboard, monitor and two external hard drives.   

It was MOVED by Councillor Jelley, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that a 
laptop, monitor, keyboard and 2 external hard drives be purchased as soon as possible. 

(b) The Clerk felt the Town Council should have a new telephone/answer machine in order 
that messages could be left when the Clerk was not working.   The Clerk had identified a 
suitable machine at a cost of £44.99 inc. VAT    

It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Morrissey and RESOLVED to 
purchase the telephone/answer machine at a cost of £44.99 inc. VAT.  

(c) Office Shredder:  The Clerk had identified that a shredder would be required in order 
that confidential/personal information would need to be disposed of in a responsible manner.  
The Clerk had identified a suitable machine at a cost of approximately £50. 

It was MOVED by Councillor Morrissey, SECONDED by Councillor Davis and RESOLVED to 
purchase a shredder up to the value of £50.  

(d) Items to County Archive:  there is a lot of paperwork to go to the Archive and the Clerk  
is visiting the County Archive Office with the local branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks.  
She will obtain the details of what they are able to take and in what capacity.   

 
449 BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 

The Clerk discussed the report which she had prepared and previously circulated concerning  
the Town Council banking arrangements.  The account that the Town Council currently had is 
not fit for purpose with the requirements of the Council.  The Clerk had enquired of other 
Parish and Town Councils and in line with the recommendations in her report recommended 
the Town Council moves to Unity.   A cheque book would be obtained together with access on 
line for BACS payments as some organisations are now refusing to accept cheque.  The Clerk 
suggested at least six signatories for the new account.  The  Clerk would not be a signatory but 
would be the administrator on the account in order that she could deal with enquiries, view 
statements and enter payments for authorisation.    
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Jelley, SECONDED by Councillor Morrissey and RESOLVED for 
Rothwell Town Council to open an account with Unity Bank. Once the account is open the 
existing account would be closed and the funds transferred. 
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 It was also RESOLVED that Councillors Cox, Cross, Davis, Jelley, Morrissey, Sumpter and  Talbot 
be appointed the signatories.   
 

450 ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 

The Clerk recommended that Rothwell Town Council purchase an accounting package in order 
that there was a clear audit trail of receipts and payments and transactions continued to be 
transparent.   She recommended Rialtas Business Solutions (RBS).  The costs would be £295 for 
the purchase of the software, a discounted £100 for the set up and training and £119 for the 
annual support and maintenance single user licence.   The ongoing cost would be £119 per 
annum  which would be for the support and licence.   If the purchase was made as soon as 
possible she would be able to input this financial years accounts onto the new system which 
would assist with the year end.   She confirmed that there is a sufficient balance in the reserves 
to purchase.  
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Jelley and RESOLVED that the 
RBS Accounts Package be purchased at an initial cost of £514.   
 

451 NEW WEBSITE 

The Clerk had investigated various providers of websites and recommended 2commune whom 
specialise in websites for Town and Parish Councils and is very popular in the sector.   There will 
be links to many other pages such as Kettering Borough Council and Street Doctor.  The website 
is easy to navigate and used.  The Town Council currently does not own the website or domain  
The Clerk recommended the website to be  www.rothwelltowncouncil.gov.uk and a .gov.uk 
email address.    There is a facility if Councillors chose to have a gov.uk email address at a cost 
of £25.00 per email address.    The Clerk recommended that all Councillors have a dedicated  
email address which is solely used for Town Council business only.    The cost for setting up the 
website, domain name, email address would be £1470 inc. VAT,  an annual cost of the website 
hosting of £400 + VAT, £25+ VAT  per year for the Clerk’s email address and the domain name 
.gov.uk of £150 + VAT payable every 2 years.  Councillor Cox asked if the Town Council could 
use rothwelltown.com as this has already been set up.   
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Morrissey and it was RESOLVED 
that a new website be set up with 2Commune.  
 

452 REPLACEMENT PHOTOCOPIER 

The existing photocopier was bought by the Town Council in 2013 and is beginning to be 
problematic. The Clerk recommended that the Town Council lease a machine with Ricoh and 
provided the costs.  The machine would be able to print on A4 and A3 and in colour.     A 
discussion took place and Councillor Cox  suggested purchasing a machine similar to machines 
that he used for business use.    The Clerk to visit Councillor Cox’s business premises to  
investigate further.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.rothwelltowncouncil.gov.uk/
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453 ENVIRONMENT.COMMUNITY 
 

Blythe Close Play Area 

This is a standing item on the Agenda and the Town Council is to install some outdoor gym 
equipment but there was nothing to report at this Meeting as Councillor Brown was not able to 
be present.   
 
Air Quality 

The air quality readings had now been received for November and December, as follows and 
these figures  are lower as follows but it was AGREED to continue to monitor this- 
RW1 Bridge Street/High Street: November 38.3.  December 37.3. 
RW2 Rothwell Post Office: November 37.3.  December 35.6. 
 
Street Nameplate for Clipstone Court 

It was reported that this nameplate had still not been replaced. After this Meeting the Clerk 
checked the situation and we had an E-mail dated 28th November from Amanda McDade at the 
Borough Council that the tenant will contact them when the works have been completed and 
he will pay for a new sign to be added to his fence. 
 
Well Lane Football Pitch 

Councillor Wilson said that the Borough Council said they would make this football pitch 
playable when the Community Centre was refurbished but he did not think there was any 
drainage there which is why it is waterlogged.  There should be funds from the Charter Park 
housing development which could perhaps be used for a new football pitch.   
 
Councillor Wilson had a letter about the s.106 money  the Chairman of the Corinthians Football 
Club, and this was read to the Meeting in full.  They do not know what benefit they will get 
from the Rothwell North development and he had been advised that there might be other 
s.106 money put aside for sport, and in particular football, which the Town Council might be 
able to apply for on behalf of the Corinthians.  It was thought the current s.106 money was 
needed to upgrade the Well Lane football ground and make that playable. Councillor Jelley will 
take this a copy of this letter to the Borough Council and make further enquiries.   
 
Brachers Allotments 

Councillor Sumpter said the Allotment Association Chairman had informed him that they have 
people waiting to take plots, although they have divided existing plots to create smaller plots so 
more people can have one.  They will need more allotment land with the increasing population. 
 
Dog Mess/Spring Gardens 

Councillor Davis had received a letter from a resident of Spring Gardens complaining about the 
amount of dog mess in Well Lane Recreation Ground on the grass, next to the play park by the 
Community Centre.  They also only have one street light in Spring Gardens and this has been 
out for six months which does make it very difficult for the residents.  
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 It was AGREED for the Clerk to report both these matters to the Borough Council. 
 
 

454 PLANNING 
 

Notifications 

The following Approvals had been received:- 

KET/2017/0601 6 Rushton Road – 26 Apartments and parking. 

KET/2017/0954 12 Gibbons Drive -  Extensions. 

KET/2017/0958 Hospital Farm, Rushton Road – Bin store. 

KET/2017/0977 1A Churchill Close – First floor extension over garage. 

KET/2017/0997 Kingswoode, Rushton Road – Site and rear extensions. 

KET/2017/1024 27 Cabot Close – Side extension. 
 
The Clerk advised that on future agendas the new applications received would be listed and 
detailed.  If future new applications were received after the agenda had been published the 
Clerk would apply for an extension on these applications, or the Council could hold an 
Extraordinary Meeting to discuss or delegate the responsibility to comment on these specific 
applications to the Clerk.     

The following applications had been received and the Town Council’s observations agreed as 
stated:- 

KET/2017/1021 41 Desborough Road – Vehicular access. 
   No objection. 

KET/2018/0009 74 Glendon Road – One dwelling. 
Rothwell Town Council still objects to this proposal on the grounds of 
road safety on this busy access road into Rothwell. 

KET/2018/0050 Site of 34 Underwood Road – Bungalow with off-road parking. 
   No objection. 

KET/2018/0053 20 Edinburgh Close – Porch and single storey rear extension. 
   No objection. 
 
Parish Plan 

Councillor Mrs Talbot said she is yet to meet Councillors Sumpter and Wilson to look at this in 
detail, and if necessary Councillor Spendlove will act as substitute. 
 
Rothwell North 

Copies of the Minutes from the Meeting held on 31st January 2018 had been circulated prior to 
this Meeting.   
 
Council RESOLVED to note the minutes.   
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 455 HIGHWAYS 
 

Weight Limited from A14 

This matter had been dealt with under the Report of the County Councillor. 
 
Parking Issues 

Ian Boyes had E-mailed that a member of the County Parking Team had looked at the parking 
issues in the High Street with Councillor Jelley.  The Audi A3 has been moved and it is felt that 
introducing parking restrictions along this section would lead to increased traffic speeds on the 
bend.  Parking restrictions would also have an impact on the shops in this area, therefore it was 
decided to monitor the situation for the time being. 
 
Councillor Jelley also reported that they had inspected the parking around the Infant School to 
ask for the yellow lines to be renewed.  There will be No Entry further up the road to make this 
clearer and new extra double yellow lines on the corner of Cecil Street, and up Victoria Court.  
The school had also written to all the parents and Councillor Jelley is asking for the Traffic 
Warden to visit the area. 
 
Councillor Jelley will also order for the school some more of the signs asking if an emergency 
vehicles could get past a parked vehicle. 
 

456 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

General Statement 

The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.   

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Jelley and RESOLVED that the 
report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:- 

Payee     Goods or Services    Amount 

Mrs C E Mackay   Clerk’s Salary       633.40 
Mrs P Page    Clerk’s Salary (hours worked in January)   509.02 
Zurich  Municipal   Insurance Premium      836.69 
Inter County Cleaning Services Cleaning Market House       46.80 
British Telecommunication plc Phone and Broadband     159.87 
Information Commissioner  Registration         35.00 
Society of Local Council Clerks Membership       147.00 
2Commune    New Website     1470.00 
HF Design    Amendments to website       78.00 
Rothwell Gala Committee  Christmas Lights Grant   2750.00 
Cash     Petty Cash         30.00 
 
Expenditure Against Budget 

The Clerk circulated a spreadsheet detailing expenditure against budget for 2016/2017 and for 
the current financial year.   
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Budget Meeting 

Copies of the Report of the Budget Meeting held on 23rd January 2018 had been circulated 
prior to this Meeting.   
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Wilson and RESOLVED that the 
Report be approved and adopted. 
 
Civic Ball Account 

Councillor Mrs Talbot explained that there was still the sum of £201.89 in the Civic Ball Account 
at the Nationwide Building Society the event had not taken place for some years.  It was 
AGREED this would be transferred to the Town Council General Account. 
 

457 MATTERS OF REPORT 

New Notice Board 

Councillor Cox reported that the new town notice board had been received and will be installed 
shortly.     There were three sets of keys, one of which he will let the new Clerk have.  
 

Public Toilets 

It was AGREED that this item will be put on the Agenda for the March Meeting. 

Borough Grants 

We had received details from the Borough Council about their Capital Community Grant 
Schemes and the application deadline is Monday 28th May 2018. 
 
Internal Audit 

The Clerk advised Council that a pre-audit meeting had taken place with the NCALC Internal 
Auditor, John Marshall on 1st February with the new Clerk and retiring Clerk.   There was a 
matters arising report which will be discussed at the next Town Council meeting.  
 

458 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Jelley and RESOLVED that 
pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission of Meeting) Act 1960 the public and press be 
excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
to be discussed. 
 

459 EMPLOYMENT MATTERS 

This matter was discussed and it was MOVED by Councillor Jelly, and SECONDED by Councillor 
Morrissey and RESOLVED that the new Clerk, Philippa Page, be appointed on NJC SCP 38 with 
effect from 8th January 2018.   
 



Page 276 
 

 
Rothwell Town Council 13th February 2018                            ……………………………    Signed Chairman                               
                                                                                                        
                                                                                           ……………………………      Date 

It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, and SECONDED by Councillor Jelly and RESOLVED that 
the new Clerk, Philippa Page be enrolled into the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) 
with effect from 1st April 2018.  The Clerk to make the required arrangements.  
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter and SECONDED by Councillor Davis and RESOLVED to 
appoint Natalie Green Accountants as the payroll provider for the Town Council with 
immediate effect.   
 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


