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Chronicle reporter Paul Lynch interviews Stephen Mold about plans to put 100 more officers on the streets of Northamptonshire

100 extra officers for Northamptonshire Police
More than 200 new officers will be recruited by
Northamptonshire Police over the next two years,
increasing the Force establishment from 1227 police
officers to 1310, the greatest number of officers the
Force has had since 2010.
Taking into account those who retire or leave each
year, this means that there will be nearly 100 more
police officers on the streets of Northamptonshire in
two years’ time.
The recruitment drive will be funded in part through
the council tax precept increase, which has helped
to give the Force a total budget in 2019/20 of almost
£130 million, which is £11million more than last year
and the largest budget the Force has had for more
than 20 years.
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner Stephen Mold
asked for £3 million to be set aside and invested
to improve policing in ways that people said are
important to them – neighbourhood policing; rural
crime; burglary; anti-social behaviour and low-level
drug dealing.
In a further improvement in service, everyone whose
home is burgled will be in future visited by Police.

The plans announced by PFCC Stephen Mold and Chief
Constable Nick Adderley are part of a wider vision to
improve the effectiveness of Northamptonshire Police.
Further developments are planned over the coming
year that will improve performance and the ability to
fight crime and keep people safe.
PFCC Stephen Mold said: “I’m pleased and proud to be
able to announce this significant boost in the number
of police officers in Northamptonshire. When I asked
people if they would be prepared to pay more to fund
improvements in policing, they were very clear on
the issues that were important to them, particularly
the visibility and accessibility of officers in their
community.”
Chief Constable Nick Adderley said: “The extra
funding provided to me by the Police Fire and Crime
Commissioner will be used to address those issues
which both I and the public feel are very relevant and
pertinent to the quality of life for those who live, visit
and work in Northamptonshire. Every penny of the
additional funding will be spent improving frontline
services to allow greater visibility and accessibility to
your policing service.

Contact the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner:
Call: 01604 888113 Email: commissioner@northantspfcc.pnn.gov.uk
Write: East House, Force Headquarters, Wootton Hall, Northampton, NN4 0JQ

Review into work on serious and organised crime
areas to understand the perceptions of crime,
identify the issues they need to tackle and make
effective plans to deal with them.
Over the course of a month, the review team
interviewed more than 50 leaders and staff from
organisations including Northamptonshire Police,
local authorities, the health service, education and
voluntary sectors. They wanted to identify the risk to
vulnerable young people in Northamptonshire and
the work being done to counter criminal exploitation.

An independent review commissioned by the
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner into how
serious and organised crime is tackled by agencies in
Northamptonshire has praised the work taking place
to intervene with young people at risk of violence
and made a number of recommendations to help
agencies develop a co-ordinated response to the
exploitation of vulnerable young people.
Northamptonshire Police Fire and Crime
Commissioner Stephen Mold supported and partfunded the review to be carried out by the Home
Office Violence and Vulnerability Unit, a team of
national community safety experts who help local

The review found that Northamptonshire is being
targeted by groups and gangs dealing drugs and this
has led to violence and exploitation across the county
- but no more so than anywhere else in the country.
Early intervention programmes such as the Police
Fire and Crime Commissioner’s funding for a
team to support families in difficulty and the
Northamptonshire Police Community Initiative to
Reduce Violence were praised, as were a number of
other multi-agency initiatives to protect vulnerable
people.
The Northamptonshire Community Safety Board,
which was set up at the end of 2018, will now lead
in co-ordinating activity to take the review’s 16
recommendations forward.

Gang initiative first for Northamptonshire Police
Northamptonshire Police has
become the first Force in England
to adopt the Community Initiative
to Reduce Violence (CIRV) – the
most successful gang intervention
programme in the world that has
seen huge reductions in violence
in Glasgow and cities in America.
The multi-agency project is
designed to reduce gang violence,
not necessarily by locking gang
members up, but by working
with them to show them the
consequences of the life they are
choosing to lead and showing

them an alternative pathway
through mentoring, support, job
opportunities and other change
programmes.
To bring home the consequences of
violent behaviour to those people
at risk of gang involvement, a group
were invited to the Sessions House
court room in Northampton, where
they were spoken to by HH Judge
Mayo, an A&E doctor who treats
serious injuries resulting from
violence, an ex-gang member and
a mother whose teenage son was
stabbed to death.
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The session was designed to show
the real life consequences of
violence.
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and
Crime Commissioner, Stephen
Mold, and his team, supported
by Northamptonshire Police,
tendered a bid to the Home Office
to the Serious Youth Violence
Early Intervention Fund and were
awarded £627,000 to support the
program.

Follow us on Twitter @NorthantsOPFCC

Op Sceptre nets 147 knives
Northamptonshire Police made 18 arrests and 147 knives were surrendered during a week of activity for
Operation Sceptre, targeting knife crime in the county.
A test purchase operation using volunteers from Northamptonshire Emergency Services Cadets also found six
shops out of the 17 visited that broke the law by selling knives to under-18s – one shop in Wellingborough, two in
Kettering and three in Corby.
Other activities included the use of knife arches to scan people entering venues – including at schools as part of
planned engagement activity - a knife amnesty, pro-active patrols, a joint operation with British Transport Police
at Northampton railway station and warrants, searches and vehicle seizures.
The activity resulted in 10 knife related arrests, a further seven arrests linked to other items being carried as
weapons and one arrest for drug dealing offences. Four people were charged for knife crime offences with one
being remanded into custody. There were also seven vehicles seized, two linked to organised crime gangs.
Figures from the Ministry of Justice show that Northamptonshire has a good rate of convictions for knife crime,
with 323 people convicted in 2018.
Stephen Mold, Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner provided the funding for the knife arches and to purchase six
handheld metal detectors, used to scan for knives and other weapons.
He said: “Although we don’t have the high levels of knife crime of London and other large cities, we are
nonetheless seeing an increase in Northamptonshire and I know our police officers are working really hard to
tackle it in partnership with schools, colleges, youth groups, local authorities and with our communities.”
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Three grant funds now open for bids
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner Stephen Mold set up the Making
Northamptonshire Safer Fund to give grants
to community groups, charities and other
voluntary organisations so that they can carry
out initiatives that prevent and tackle crime
and support victims.
The fund has, since 2017, provided £100,000 to
allow 13 different groups to undertake a wide
variety of projects.
This year, two further funds are being offered
through the office of the Northamptonshire
Police Fire & Crime Commissioner: The
Northamptonshire Road Safety Community
Fund and the Tackling Hate Crime Fund, which
will give groups even more options when
seeking funding.
The new funding round is now open for
applications and closes on May 31.
To find out more about the funds and how to apply, please visit our website:

www.northantsopfcc.org.uk/community-grants

Wheely well done!
Op Cyclopps is a successful project
that takes troubled youths off the
streets, mentors them and works
with them in refurbishing bikes which
are then sold cheaply back into the
community.
The scheme gives them skills which can be helpful for their future prospects and reduces anti-social
behaviour too writes Tanya Brannan, who leads the Force’s enquiry desk team.
One of the ways that the Cyclopps team get their bikes is via the Force’s Found Property system. After
28 days if we cannot locate the owner or a crime where a bike has been stolen, then we can release it to
Cyclopps.
In February that was exactly what Joanna Bullimore-Smith and Emma Teagles did when they cleared over
100 bikes from Campbell Square.
Gareth Cox from Op Cyclopps couldn’t believe how many bikes
they had managed to get for the project and extended a huge
thanks for their hard work.
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