
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rothwell Town Council held on Thursday 29th September 2022 at 
Rothwell Market House, Market Square, Rothwell, NN14 6BW at 7.00pm  
 
Present:  Cllr K Sumpter (Town Mayor), Cllr R Davis (Deputy Mayor), Cllr I Jelley (IJ), Cllr K Patrick (KP), 

Cllr J Smyth (JS), Cllr M Spendlove (MS) 
 
Also present: Mrs J Garner (Town Clerk) and two members of the public 
 

Item 
No 

 Action 

 Before the business of the Council commenced, prayers were said by Revd Andrew 
Farrington and Councillor’s observed a minute’s silence in memory of Her Majesty The 
Queen 

 

122/22 It was RESOLVED to note the reasons of absence from - Cllr C Brown (CB), Cllr A Davies 
(AD), Cllr C Fox (CF), - personal Cllr C Moreton (CM), Cllr S Lawless (SL) - business 
No apologies received from Cllr S Hogston (SH) 

 

123/22 Declaration of Interests – nothing declared  

124/22 Minutes of the ordinary Town Council meeting held on 12th July 2022 and the 
Extraordinary meeting held 25th July 2022   

 

 It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Town Council 
meeting held on 12th July 2022 and the Extraordinary meeting held 25th July 2022   

 

125/22 Public Session  

 One member of the public addressed council.  

126/22 Environment and Community Matters (reports on the Town Council website)   

(a) Police Report: Council noted the report received on Community Policing previously 
circulated and on the Town council website.  

 

(b) Rothwell Library: Council noted the reports received from Rothwell Library for August 
/ September previously circulated and on the Town council website 

 

(c) Rothwell North Development: Council noted the reports received from Rothwell North 
Development for August / September previously circulated and on the Town council 
website 

 

(d) Town Centre Partnership: No reports submitted due to holiday period.  

(e) Transient Traveller’s Site:  
Clerk reported that following several months of chasing, NNC have finally allowed 
access to the site in order that a full ecological survey can be conducted. Clerk also 
reported that NNC have requested sight of any report produced following the survey. 
Cllrs discussed that because of the delay and we are now entering the autumnal 
months, this would considerably change the results of any such survey and that we 
would need to consider options to carry this out over a longer period of time. Cllr 
Spendlove and the Clerk to discuss options with possible contractors and report back 
to council. 
 

Clerk/MS 
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(f) Harworth Group:  
- Cllr Jelley provided Council with feedback following the online meeting held 

with representatives of Harworth. The sole purpose of the meeting was for 
the two sides to be introduced at this very early stage. Harworth gave some 
background on their organisation and possible plans for site. Cllrs felt that the 
meeting was positive and that it was useful to open dialogue at this early 
stage. Cllrs noted that any work starting on site, subject to approval of 
planning applications would be several years away. 

- Cllrs discussed an application of dispensation submitted by Cllr Spendlove to 
enable council to benefit from his knowledge and wisdom in ongoing 
conversation with Harworth Group, despite having a business involvement in 
the land. The Clerk and Cllr Spendlove sought professional guidance that was 
fed back to Cllrs. Cllrs agreed to approve dispensation for the ongoing period 
of discussion and this was signed by both the Town Mayor and Cllr Spendlove 
at the meeting. 

 

(g) Persimmon Homes:  
- Cllr Spendlove provided council with feedback following a face-to-face 

meeting with representatives from Persimmon. The purpose of the meeting 
was two-fold; to better understand their proposals for Rothwell Central (a 
planning application that had initially been mis-understood by members) and 
an opportunity to discuss progress on the current Phase 1 development. 

- Cllr Jelley advised members that whilst a planning application had never been 
previously submitted, the allocation of housing within Rothwell Central was 
included within the Site Specific Plan / allocation for Rothwell. 

- Cllr Spendlove raised possibilities of Persimmon considering aspects of land 
that may not be developed as areas that could be given back to the 
community, this was well received and representatives agree to give this 
further consideration. 

- Councillors resubmitted their response to planning application NK/2022/0372 
following the meeting. 

 

(h) S106: Cllrs noted that following several months delay, the first meeting to discuss 
outstanding S106 projects was scheduled to take place between NNC and those 
members of the advisory committee on 4th October 2022. 

 
 
 

(i) Remembrance Sunday: Cllr Davis updated Council on plans for Remembrance 
Sunday. This will be held on Sunday 13th November. A parade would leave the Market 
Square at 10am, a service would be held at Holy Trinity at 10.15am followed by the 
traditional service of remembrance at the war memorial at 11am.  It was RESOLVED 
to accept the arrangements and for the Clerk to proceed with invites. 

 

(j) Energy Crisis: In the absence of Cllr Brown, the Clerk opened discussion on what 
support the Council may be provide in response to the energy crisis. The Clerk 
advised that she had held a conversation with Revd Andrew Farrington and that 
churches nationally were looking to offer support of warm spaces where possible. It 
was suggested that an application could be made to the Council for a grant which 
could support costs incurred to deliver. Revd Farrington said it was important that 
the town worked together to ensure that there was no duplication. Clerk to work 
with Revd Farrington to see what could be offered to the people of Rothwell over the 
colder months and how this could be supported by council. Defer to November. 
 

Clerk/ 
Revd 
Farrington 



 
 

 
 

(k) Distribution of ANPR monies: 
- Members were reminded that vehicles which arrived or left the Persimmon site 

but did not use the approved route were issued with fines. With the opening of 
the new link road, this money will shortly become available.  

- The intention was for the proceeds to be used for charitable purposes locally.  
- The Clerk advised that councils are bound by legislation relating to the 

treatment and use of gifts, and that there must be a specific council approval 
to accept a gift however, if the money goes to recipients nominated by the 
council directly, ie, issued by Persimmon then these issues do not arise. Cllrs 
RESOLVED that money should be issued direct from Persimmon. 

- Rothwell North Working Party request involvement to ensure that there can be 
no accusation of political bias in the selection of beneficiaries. Cllr Patrick 
advised that as elected members of the community it should be the council that 
determine the final distribution 

- Cllr Jelley suggested that local organisations could be invited to tender for a 
portion of the allocated funds and that Cllrs could then consider applications 
and distribute accordingly. Cllrs agreed that by adopting this tender process it 
would be a fair process for all. Council agreed to consider Rothwell North 
Working Party’s request to have site of applications.  

- Clerk to liaise with Desborough Town Council to consider a similar tender 
process for both towns so that the pot is split fairly for all.  

- At the time of the meeting, a final figure was unavailable, but it is suggested to 
be in the region of £20k per town. Clerk to report to council in November. 

Clerk 

(l) A14 Junctions 3 & 4:  
- Cllr Spendlove opened a lengthy discussion regarding junctions 3 & 4. When 

the design for the A14 was initially approved, it was never anticipated that 
Rothwell and indeed Desborough would experience the growth that it has and 
likely continues to have. This already seriously impacts this junction at peak 
times of the day. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Spendlove and the Clerk would liaise 
with a view to writing to both Northamptonshire and National Highways to 
highlight its concerns and to seek some assurances that this junction be 
considered for major upgrade works in line with current and future volumes of 
traffic, a result of ongoing developments. 

Clerk/MS 

(m) Squires Hill tree lights: 
- Cllr’s RESOLVED that the lighting should have users within the Council. It was 

agreed that the App controlling the lights on Squires Hill would be added to the 
Clerks mobile and Cllr Smyth. 

- Council RESOLVED that the lighting should be on between the hours of 16:30 
and 12am during the winter months. 

 

(n) Carnival / Jubilee: Council noted that the re-scheduled Carnival and Jubilee even held 
on Saturday 20th August was very well attended, no issues were reported and no 
complaints had been received. The Town Mayor thanked those involved in the 
organisation of the day. 

 

(o) Squires Hill benches: Cllr Jelley suggested that in reflection, this could become a 
considerable cost to council, particularly during the summer months as no sooner 
would the benches be cleaned and they would be dirty again. Cllr Jelley had visited the 
site and it seems that only one of the benches is a memorial bench and so should 
remain in situ, the others could perhaps be moved. It was agreed that the Clerk would 

Clerk 



 
 

 
 

contact NNC regarding the feasibility and logistics of this prior to Council making a final 
decision. 

(p) Christmas: Council RESOLVED that if a date available, council should look to hold a 
Christmas Party for the elderly as last years feedback was so positive. Clerk to look at 
possible dates and liaise with Cllr Brown regarding finer detail and report back to 
Council in November  

Clerk/CB 

(q) Her Majesty The Queen:  
- Cllr’s noted the events that had taken place in Rothwell to mark the sad passing 

of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, A service of commemoration and the 
proclamation were well attended by the community and the book of 
condolence in the library had received many lovely entries. Cllr’s that attended 
expressed how proud they felt to have been able to have played such a small 
part in such a historic event for the Country. God Save the King! 

- Cllr Jelley advised Council that he had collected for composting the many floral 
tributes that had been left at the war memorial and other items such as bears 
and plaques. All had been returned to the Market House. Clerk to determine 
where the book of condolence and these items will be kept as preservation of 
a moment in history. 

Clerk 

127/22 Town Mayor’s Report (for information only):        

 To note the written report from the Town Mayor previously circulated  

128/22 Clerk’s Report (for information only)  

 • Clerk advised that she would be attending the AGM of NCALC on Saturday 1st 
October at Kettering Conference Centre. 

 

110/22 Planning  

 The following applications were considered and it was RESOLVED to submit the 
following comments:  

 

(a) NK/2022/0522 67 Connolly 
Drive 

Single storey rear 
extension to replace 
timber structure 

Rothwell Town Council have no 
objection to this application 

NK/2022/0408 Town 
Farmhouse, 
Desborough 
Road 

Replace dormer 
windows to front 
elevation 

Rothwell Town Council have no 
objection to this application 

NK/2022/0504 Manor House, 
Rothwell 

T1 Eucalyptus – fell Rothwell Town Council have no 
objection to this application 
 

NK/2022/0468 101 
Desborough 
Road 

Two and single storey 
side extension with 
amendments to 
fenestration to front 
and side and creation 
of vehicular access 

Rothwell Town Council have no 
objection to this application 
provided that there is no 
negative impacts to 
neighbouring properties 
 

 

 

(b) The following Notice of Approvals/ Refusals/Withdrawals/Appeals were noted:  

Approvals: NK/2022/0418 – 45 Playford Close – single storey front extension, NK/2022/0295 
– 5 Wales Street - Application for Listed Building Consent: Replace all windows except the 
conservatory, strip and re-slate North and South roof slopes using existing slates with some 
make-up where required to match, rake out and repoint East and West chimneys in lime 
mortar, NK/2022/0832 - 77 Kipton Field - Non material amendment: KET/2020/0409 (single 
and two storey rear extensions) amendments to door and window detail 
Refusal:  None reported at meeting     Withdrawals: 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Appeals:  APP/M2840/W/22/3300972 - Full Planning Permission: Change of use from open 
countryside to residential garden and erection of mobile home ancillary to the main dwelling 
– Rothwell Town Council maintain their original objection, impact on loss of greenspace / 
open Countryside and visibility from neighbouring property 

130/22 Finance Administration and Governance Related Matters     

(a) Payments:  
No clarification on the payment schedules was requested by members.  
It was RESOLVED to approve the payments on the previously circulated lists since last meeting 
held on 21st June 2022. Appendix A for August and September be entered for authorisation. 

 Clerk  

(b) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bank Reconciliations & balance 
No clarification on the bank reconciliations was requested by members.   
It was RESOLVED to approve the monthly August 2022 bank reconciliations for the current, 
saving, petty cash accounts.    
Council noted the following bank balances as at 31st August 2022:    
Savings Account £168,488.56 
Current Account £11,685.50 
Petty cash held by Clerk £3.00 

Clerk 
 
 
  

(c) Bank Transfer: It was noted that no additional transfer was required due to receipt of a grant 
payment into the current account. 

 

(d) Internal Control review: Deferred to October due to absence of Cllr Brown.  

(e) Notice of Conclusion of Audit: Council noted the conclusion of audit from the external 
auditor and RESOLVED that this be posted to the council website for public view. 

 

(f) Parish Online: Council RESOLVED to purchase Parish Online to enable ongoing access for any 
future AMP developments and it was also agreed it could be useful for the working groups of 
the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

131/22 Correspondence: Cllrs agreed to add Rothwell street naming to a future agenda and 
to submit to North Northamptonshire Council. 

 

132/22 Reports from North Northamptonshire Council Ward Councillors   

 Ward Councillor Smyth had submitted written reports, previously circulated and on the 
website 

• No written report had been submitted by Ward Councillor Hakewill 

• No written report had been submitted by Ward Councillor Brown 

 

133/22 Items for the next Town Council Meeting – Members are asked to notify the Clerk 
by 30th September 2022 of items they wish to be included on the next Agenda 

 

134/22 Urgent Matters for Report Only (Notified to the Mayor before the Meeting)  
- Cllr Sumpter informed that Cllr Jelley had requested that council re-consider a 

decision to add double yellow lines at Squires Hill. It has become apparent 
that the initial resolution would not fix the problems raised. Council 
RESOLVED that the initial request be ‘cancelled’ with Northamptonshire 
Highways and that it be added to October’s agenda for further discussion. 

 

135/22 Date of next meeting (information only)   

 The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Tuesday 11th October 2022 
@ 7pm, Rothwell Market House  

 

136/22 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS  

137/22 Staffing matters: Cllr’s were reminded of the importance of both reading and 
responding to emails from Clerk in a timely manner to ensure smooth continuation of 
business and remove the risk of items being missed and/or forgotten. 

 

 The meeting closed at 20:40  

 
Signed:            Date: 



 
 

 
 

APPENDIX A 

 
 

Signed:            Date: 
 

ROTHWELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Meeting date 29th September 2022 

Date Whom   Amount  Legislation  

13-Sep-22 Mrs J L Garner Staff Salaries 1189.67 LGA72s112 

13-Sep-22 HMRC Employer/ees National Insurance & Tax  544.68 LGA72s112 

13-Sep-22 LGPS 
Employer & employee  (deducted from gross 
salary)  Pension 524.51 LGA72s112 

01-Aug-22 

Inter County 
Cleaning Services 
Ltd Cleaning Market House  66.52 LGA72s111 

29-Aug-22 EE Mobile  Monthly Contract (DDM) 20.98 LGA72s111 

30-Aug-22 Lloyds Bank  Monthly charge (Multipay) 3.00 LGA72s111 

27-Aug-22 Zoom Pro  Monthly charge  (Multipay ) 7.19 LGA72s111 

20-Aug-22 The Tenor Performance at Party in the Park 475.00 LGA72s145 

11-Aug-22 Ashby Computers Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription 94.80 LGA72s111 

09-Aug-22 Parish Online Annual subscription 288.00 LGA72s111 

05-Sep-22 YourLocale Neighbourhood Plan 2400.00 
T&CPA 1990s61F 
(1), (2) 

22-Sep-22 PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit 360.00 LGA72s111 

08-Sep-22 Love In Bloom Funeral Wreath for HM The Queen 70.00 GPoC 

          

    TOTAL  6044.35   


