
Minutes of the meeting with NNC officers on Rothwell’s S106 Contributions. 

4th October 2022. Market House Rothwell. 

 

Attendees.  From NNC – Jonathan Waterworth. Assistant Director of Assets 

and Environment. Dave Lane. Liam Faulkner (grounds maintenance) and Tim 

Webb (Leisure) 

Cllr Ian Jelley. Cllr Mark Spendlove. Jo Garner. Cllr Joseph Smyth 

Apols: Cllr Cedwien Brown and Cllr Karl Sumpter 

It was agreed that the meeting on S106 would cover the contributions for the 

Well Lane football pitch and the Community Centre. The S106 for Rothwell 

North is in the early stages and contributions from the developer are paid at 

set periods throughout the development, so they are a way from being applied 

into the town and the area. 

The Well lane site total Contributions are: - £174,092.25. Made up of KBC363. 

£133,726.95 for Improvements to the recreation ground (drainage) and the 

Community Centre changing rooms and storage along with upgrade of 

footpaths and improved access. (From the Rothwell Town Football Club 

Development) 

KBC310 part: - £11,433.79 for Drainage enhancement of the football pitch at 

Well Lane recreation ground. (From the Harrington Road Development) 

KBC310 Part: - £28,931.51 For Rothwell Community Centre Improvements 

(From the Harrington Road Development) 

The two amounts that can be used on the football pitch total: - £145,160.74. 

The discussion covered how we could bring the site forward. The idea was to 

have a full football pitch, fully drained and able to be used on a regular basis. 

We had previously looked at options for the site including whether we could 

have two half size pitches. We also discussed if the money allocated was 

sufficient for all that we wanted to do? 

We talked about drainage and what we needed to do. Should we mole drain 

the pitch? We understand that the area was land drained some years ago but 

had not been attended to for years. NNC advised that they have machinery 

they already us for aerating pitches and they could arrange to do this. They 

could also fertilise the pitch to improve the quality to bring it up to a suitable 



standard for playing football on. Football pitches must be graded to certain 

levels.  

As a football pitch, if it was to be in regular use there are the issues of parking 

for the teams and supporters. The Community Centre is limited on its size; 

therefore, parking would be on the roads around Hawkins Close and Columbus 

Crescent, which would not be good for residents. Also, teams and referees etc 

need close access to changing rooms and showers. 

We also discussed the need for CCTV in the Community Centre area, and we 

would take this up with NNC at another time. 

The storage issues for the Community Centre, where we talking about building 

extra storage space or maybe a container? What was the storage going to be 

used for? These are the discussions we need before we go any further on 

improvements to the Community Centre. 

Rothwell Town Council have previously spoken with Aztec and the FA. We 

need further discussions to get them involved, there are also Rothwell Ladies 

team. There is a need to decide what we want. Would it be a Juniors Pitch, or 

two times half pitches? 

Liam Faulkner then advised that if we had a football pitch that was used on a 

regular basis, we would then need a Goal Wall. This would have to be a 

permanent structure of maybe metal fencing high enough to stop footballs 

going into the residential area, this could be a significant cost as well. 

RTC questioned the S106 monies as they cover three or four item in the 

contributions list. Do all areas have to be covered in some form? 

We were advised that the S106 talks about all the features, but that not all the 

areas have to be dealt with. 

We also discussed that if the Contributions were not enough for the project, 

could RTC look to precept extra money to help deliver the project? 

We also discussed that NNC own the Community Centre it is not owned by 

RTC. We therefore must agree what is the best option for us, and could we 

apply for grants. Cllr Spendlove suggested that remedial work for the pitch 

could be done by NNC as part of their regular maintenance work to see how it 

works. NNC said they would arrange to do that. The cist to maintain is around 

£2500.00 and a verti-drainer is around £3000.00 for a two week hire. They 

then grade the pitch after 8 weeks. The problem is with nobody playing on the 



pitch does not help, and Football brings its own issues and constraints with the 

logistics of Car parking. 

After all of these and previous discussions about what could actually be done 

to the pitches the Community centre and primarily the restrictions of access, 

parking availability and who would actually use the football pitch, the general 

consensus of the meeting was that this was not a viable proposition to take 

forward with regards to the Football pitch being used on a regular basis, even 

when it was drained. 

Therefore going forward Could RTC along with the FA and Aztec look at 

alternative sites. Would the FA and Sports England who had a say in how the 

monies had to be spent, be supportive of this? 

Could we spend the money elsewhere for Football use because of Well Lane 

restrictions? 

We need to look at the local Football Facility Fund? The need for the expansion 

of Aztecs for example. We need to rethink what we do. It was agreed that Cllr 

Jelley would talk to Legal and Planning to see if it was possible to talk to the 

original developers and ask if they would allow us to move the monies to use 

at another location for Football use? 

Tim Webb said that they would support Clubs if they managed to find suitable 

Land. 

We also then discussed possible areas of land in Rothwell that could possibly 

be suitable to use, and that we would continue looking. 

It was agreed that we would ask for a meeting with the Aztecs to start 

discussions. 

We also agreed with NNC that they could us the £11,433.79 to Aerate the 

whole of the recreation land at Well Lane and the fertilise and maintain. This 

would not be done until about March Time 2023, and RTC would talk with local 

Football Clubs to see if they could have practise matches on the pitch to see 

how it would stand up to regular play. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would confirm this in writing to Jonathan 

Waterworth. 

Cllr Ian Jelley 

 


