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Introduction and Welcome!
The Olympics have come to an end and since my last update I’m sure many of you watched 
both Charlotte Worthington and Declan Brooks pick up a Gold and Bronze in the BMX Freestyle 
event in Tokyo. Both of these fantastic athletes have trained at our very own Adrenaline Alley 
in Corby and Charlotte even gave the town a shout out in her post interview, after walking away 
as Olympic Champion. We are very proud of their achievements and I am very much looking 
forward to meeting them, as well as seeing their skills in action, at an event put on to celebrate 
their success at Adrenaline Alley next week.
This week is also a big one for our students across North Northants with both A Level and 
GCSE results being revealed. We all know what an incredibly difficult time our students have 
had trying to study remotely throughout the pandemic so I for one believe whatever their 
results, they should be extremely proud with how they have managed their studies through 
such an unprecedented time and wish them all the very best for the future.
Lastly, although I can’t quite believe it, on the 18th August I will have been appointed as Leader 
of North Northamptonshire Council for 100 days. Not only have we had the exciting challenge 
of starting a new authority, but we have been doing this whilst navigating the pandemic and 
all of the difficulties this has brought with it. I would like to thank all of my fellow councillors, 
our dedicated staff, parish and town councillors and partner agencies for the way we have all 
worked and adapted during this difficult time. It has not been easy for any of us but providing 
services to our residents across North Northamptonshire that make a real difference is what 
unites us. I am excited to see what the next 100 days and more will bring.

Thank you!

Social media: Top stories

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you have ideas of items to include in 
future updates please let me know at: executive@northnorthants.gov.uk

Week commencing 26th July

Follow me on Twitter Contacting North 
Northamptonshire Council 

@SmithersJason 0300 126 3000

www.northnorthants.gov.uk

Help with highways
Are you facing a query or concern about our highways? Street Doctor remains the first port of 
call for any residents wishing to report issues with the county’s highways and you are urged to 
advise people to use it if they have any concerns, so reports can be logged appropriately.
Northamptonshire Highways aims to respond to all enquiries within five to ten days, and will 
provide information about their investigation and what action they will take.
However for more complicated matters, or where you feel a Street Doctor query could do with 
more input, you are invited to contact the Highways Community Liaison Officers.
Your Community Liaison Officers are Helen Howard, Matt Clarke and Craig White 
Information on highways work is communicated on Twitter via the @nnhighways account, and 
another great website for an up-to-date picture of roadworks taking place across the county can 
be found at One.Network
Work to create a new section of the website displaying a future programme of planned works is 
also underway.

Please find a quick monthly overview of consultation and engagement activities which are either 
open, recently closed and their outcomes. Recently opened activities on the Consultation Hub 
include:

Details of all open and closed consultation and engagement activities are available on the North 
Northamptonshire Consultation Hub.
If you have any questions about consultation and engagement or if you would like to tell us 
about how useful you find this update, please contact us via CET@northnorthants.gov.uk.
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Press Releases
To help you stay abreast of the key things the Council has been doing, I have included some 
links to the Council’s press releases below (starting with the most recent):

Kettering car parking charges re-
introduced at March 2020 rates

Public Health Officials urge 
residents to continue to ‘Be Kind, 
Bear others in Mind’ and test 
twice weekly

Care company fined for fly-tipping 
confidential information

NNC and FCC Environment reach final of prestigious 
industry awardsWorks completed at Thrapston’s Nine Arches Bridge

If you would like stay up to date with the Council’s media releases, you can visit the news 
section of the Council’s website: www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news
Or follow Twitter         @NNorthantsC and/or Facebook        @NorthNorthants

The August 2021 edition of Partnership Update, the Northamptonshire Health and Care 
Partnership (NHCP) newsletter for health and care staff and our community, has now been 
published. In this edition we bring you all the latest news from across NHCP’s areas of work, 
including:

Click here to read or download the August 2021 Partnership Update newsletter.

• How Northamptonshire’s Primary Care 
Networks are forming stronger links with care 
homes in their local areas to provide the best 
care possible for residents

• Aims and next steps for our county’s 
Population Health Management (PHM) 
programme

• Another inspiring Leadership Matters 
Conversations webinar

• The winners of the photography competition 
at Virtual Wellbeing Festival 2021, plus 
another chance to look back on the festival highlights

• How the NHCP Children and Young People Transformation Programme is supporting children 
with complex needs

A new Corporate Plan for North Northamptonshire 
setting out the vision, values, key commitments 
and priorities for the Council is currently being 
drafted.  We will soon be consulting local 
residents on this.  The views and feedback 
of partner agencies, unitary, parish and town 
councillors will play an important role too so 
I will be getting in touch very soon with more 
information about how you can have your say on 
the future of the Council’s services and the local 
area.

If you haven’t already seen, I would highly 
recommend visiting Croyland Gardens in 
Wellingborough to see the fantastic new animal 
sculptures that have been unveiled to celebrate 
the history of the park. Representatives from the 
council joined students and staff from Moulton 
College to reveal the animal art pieces which have 
been carved from one tonne blocks of limestone. 
They represent animals previously kept at the 
Zoo including an elephant, polar bear, chimp 
and huddle of penguins and are part of work to 
improve the area, increase its use and connect 
the gardens with Wellingborough town centre.
This educational project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, is part of The Wellingborough 
Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI), a scheme underway in the town centre to preserve its 
heritage and culture.

Landscaping works include new paths, entrance 
to the park, adding additional play equipment, 
planting new trees and a sensory garden, 
plus new seating areas and a new steel arch 
with ‘Croyland Gardens’ on it installed at the 
entrance.
The sculptures were created by Moulton 
College students and staff and were designed 
to replicate stone animals and are now on 
permanent display in the grounds of the 
historic zoo park. The project formed part of the 
stone carving course at Moulton College and 

the intention was that each animal was developed from initial design concept, clay modelling 
through to carving and marking their contributions with the student’s own mason’s mark.

Facebook:
•  Highways England public notice about Chowns Mill road closures 26-29 July.
• Highways England public notice about Chowns Mill road closures 2-4 August.
• Highways England public notice about work starting in Newland Street in Kettering.
Twitter:
• National #LoveParks campaign/parks being a home for wildlife.
• Press release about Recovery Through Enterprise Hub.
• Highways England public notice about Chowns Mill road closures 26-29 July.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Scrutiny for the important work that 
they will be undertaking. They are currently 
starting to develop their annual workplan, 

which will be informed by a range of 
stakeholders and the public, and will soon 
be holding a Scrutiny Conference to agree 

this workplan. This work is hugely valuable 
to our authority.

A further 3 establishments in North 
Northamptonshire have been given a 5* 
food hygiene rating. Becky’s Bakery in 
Finedon and Cookie Madness and LJ’s 

Shakes and More in Wellingborough were 
inspected in July by our Health Protection 

Team and were given top marks. If you’re in 
the area, maybe give them a try?

Amendment
Last edition, I mentioned young Zak from Kettering, who was a litter-picking hero. 

Unfortunately, his name was spelt wrong in the Update and so I would just like to apologise for 
that oversight.

Scrutiny 5* Food in North 
Northamptonshire

New primary school 
at Stanton Cross 

SUE, Wellingborough 
consultation: 

Proposal to establish 
a new mainstream 
primary school on 

the new Sustainable 
Urban Extension 

(SUE) development at 
Wellingborough, known as 

Stanton Cross.
Closes: 12 August 2021

Oxford-Cambridge 
Arc: Have your say on 

local future sustainable 
development: 

People in North 
Northamptonshire have 
the opportunity to help 

shape the long-term 
development of the area as 

part of a newly launched 
Government consultation.
Closes: 12 October 2021.

Fair Access Protocol for 
North Northamptonshire 
schools in 2021 to 2022 

consultation: 
Raising awareness of 

changes to the Fair Access 
Protocol in the new School 

Admissions Code 2021, 
which comes into force on 

1 September 2021.
Closes: 15 August 2021

North Northamptonshire Council and 
its waste and recycling partner FCC 

Environment were delighted to make the 
finals of the 2021 LetsRecycle Awards 

for Excellence after the Waste crew were 
nominated for Collection Crew of the Year.
Covering the East Northants area of North 
Northamptonshire, the team made it to the 

final three out of 110 entrants but, sadly, 
didn’t pick up the top prize at the award 
ceremony. I’m sure you will all join me in 

congratulating the team in getting so far and 
thanking them for the great work they do.

Our Adult Learning team have just 
released a brochure for courses starting 
in September.  The brochure is for both 

North and West residents and includes a 
huge range of courses from 8 languages to 
fitness and art.  We also have Free Family 
Learning courses along with qualifications 
and Learn2b courses.  There is a range of 
courses both online and in the classroom. 
Please go here for more information and to 

book online.

Award Finalists Adult Learning
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